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CONCORDIA TO AWARD SEVEN HONOURARY DEGREES 


MONTREAL / May 30, 1991 mH Seven distinguished 
recipients from Canada and the United States will be awarded 
honourary degrees at Concordia University's June convocation 
ceremonies, which will take place from June 7 to 11, 1991. 


Honourary Doctor of Laws degrees (LL.D.) will be awarded 
to jurist Rosalie Silberman Abella, composer Jean Coulthard, 
business executive Jean Coutu, financier Lorne C. Webster and 
historian and archivist David Rome. An Honourary Doctor of 
Letters (D. Litt.) will be presented to Québec writer Michel 
Tremblay, and an Honourary Doctor of Science (D.Sc.) to 
computer scientist Donald Knuth. 


The convocation ceremonies will take place as follows: 


& Faculty of Arts and Science Faculty of Fine Arts 

Friday, June 7 Tuesday, June 11, 3:30 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. The Concordia Concert Hall, 
Salle Wilfrid-Pelletier, Loyola Campus 

Place des Arts Speaker: In the absence of 
Speaker: Rosalie Silberman honourary degree recipient 
Abella Jean Coulthard, her music 
7300 p.m: will be performed instead. 


Salle Wilfred-Pelletier, 
Place des Arts 
Speaker: Michel Tremblay 


Faculty of Commerce and Faculty of Engineering and 
Administration Computer Science 

Saturday, June 8, 2:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 11, 10:00 a.m. 
Salle Wilfred-Pelletier, Théadtre Maisonneuve, Place 
Place des Arts des Arts 

Speaker: Lorne C. Webster Speaker: Donald Knuth 


Approximately 3,000 students will graduate from Concordia's 
four faculties. 
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Faculty of Arts and Science 


Rosalie Silberman Abella 


Dr. Rosalie Silberman Abella is Chair of the Ontario Law 
Reform Commission, Director of The Institute for Research on Public 
Policy, Director of The Canadian Institute for the Administration 
of Justice, and Director of the Canadian Section of the 
International Commission of Jurists. 

Educated at the University of Toronto, Dr. Abella, 44, was 
admitted to the Bar in 1972, and practised civil and criminal 
litigation before being named a Judge of the Ontario Provincial 
Court (Family Division), a position she held until 1987. One of 
Canada's most distinguished legal authorities, she has made an 
extraordinary contribution to Canadian law, translating her 
outstanding judicial abilities into service to the Canadian public. 
Dr. Abella's work is proof of her dedication to the rights of 
individuals and groups, and of her devotion to the law as a tool 
for the enhancement of the human condition. 

Throughout her career, Dr. Abella has been an active member, 
director and chair of numerous legal advisory boards, organizations 
and committees, including Chair of the Ontario Labour Relations 
Board (1984 to 1989). She has written four books and numerous 
articles, and is a frequent lecturer across Canada and abroad. Dr. 
Abella has received honourary doctorates from 11 Canadian 
universities. 

David Rome 


Jewish historian and archivist David Rome made an enormous 
contribution to Québec society through his publications and 
activities, and in the process, fostered considerable amity between 
Jews and francophone Québécois. 

He is probably best-known for his work as Executive Director 
of the Jewish Public Library in Montréal and as Chief Archivist at 


the Canadian Jewish Congress. esefs 


In the latter capacity, he compiled and edited more than 50 volumes 
in the Canadian Jewish archives series. Rome, 80, also served as 
press officer for the Canadian Jewish Congress, was editor of the 
Congress Bulletin, and served as secretary of its committee on 
relations with the francophone community. Throughout his career, 
David Rome has published works on such topics as the first Jewish 
immigrants to Québec, Jews' struggle to win admission to Québec's 
public schools, the history of anti-semitism in Canada, the 
evolution of Henri Bourassa's attitude towards the Jewish people, 
and the development of the Jewish press in Québec. He was a founder 
of the Cercle juif de langue frangaise (1947), a member of the 
Comité judéo-catholique du Québec (1971 to 1982), and has been an 
active member of the Conseil des Arts of the Ministere des Affaires 
Culturelle du Québec for the past 28 years. 

He was honoured as a knight of the Order of Québec in 1987, 
and in April of this year, he was given the Québec government's 
Prix d'excellence for his lifetime commitment to promoting dialogue 
between anglophone Jews and Québec francophones. 

Michel Tremblay 

Perhaps no other writer has had a greater influence on 
contemporary Québec literature than Michel Tremblay. His plays and 
novels, particularly his five-volume Chronigques du Plateau _ Mont- 
Royal, have established him as the leading voice of Québec culture 
on the world scene. He was one of the first Canadian playwrights to 
win international recognition, and his plays have been translated 
into several languages and performed successfully on three 
continents. 

Born in Montréal's Plateau Mont-Royal district, Mr. Tremblay, 
48, began writing as soon as he could read. Employed as a 
linotypist after high school, he published his first major play, 
Les Belles Soeurs, in 1968, literally revolutionizing Québec 
theatre with its use of "joual" as a dramatic idiom. 
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It was this important literary breakthrough that led critics 
to describe Tremblay's work as "theatre of liberation." Often 
referred to as the most eminent writer of his generation, Michel 
Tremblay is the author of 19 plays, two musical comedies, ten 
novels, a collection of short stories, seven film scripts and 
numerous musical lyrics. He received the "Prix de Grand Public La 
Presse" at Montréal's Salon de Livres for his novel, Le Premier 
Quartier de la Lune (1989). 

No stranger to Concordia University, Michel Tremblay was 
writer-in-residence during 1981-1982, and an adjunct professor in 
the Creative Writing Programme during 1982-1983. 

He has received innumerable honours and prizes including 
several Genie Awards (from the Academy of Canadian Cinema and 
Television) and the Prix France-Québec. He is also the recipient of 
six Canada Council grants. He was named Chevalier de 1'Ordre 
National du Québec earlier this year, as well as Chevalier de 
l'Ordre des Arts et des lettres de France by the French Government 
in 1984. 


Faculty of Commerce and Administration 


Jean Coutu 

Pharmacist, philanthropist and entrepreneur, Jean Coutu, 63, 
is the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Québec-based Le 
Groupe Jean Coutu (PJC) Inc. Thirty years after he bought his first 
drugstore in east-end Montréal, Mr. Coutu oversees an empire of 172 
stores under the Jean Coutu name, and another five stores which 
operate under the Maxi Drug banner in the United States and 
Ontario. 

His successful management style has often been attributed to 
his capacity to relate to people, and to his hands-on approach to 
business. Always the pharmacist, he still wears a lab coat at 
company headquarters -- a testimony to how professional expertise 
can be parlayed into business success. 
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Educated at the Université de Montréal, where he received a 
B.C.P. (Bachelor of Biology, Chemistry and Physics) and a Bachelor 
of Pharmacy, Jean Coutu later obtained an L.Ph from the Ordre des 
pharmaciens du Québec (1953). He sits on the boards of Québecor 
Inc., UAP, Les Provinces Unies Insurance Company, the Imperial Bank 
of Commerce, l'Université de Montréal and the Conseil du Patronat 
du Québec, and he is a member of numerous associations, including 
the Ordre des pharmaciens du Québec, Association canadienne de la 
Pharmacie, Association québecoise des pharmaciens propriétaires and 
la Chambre de commerce du Québec. He established a $30 million 
foundation to aid Third World countries. He also promotes efforts 
to aid the homeless, battered women and children, and the fight 
against drug abuse. 

Lorne C. Webster 


A native Montrealer, Lorne C. Webster is Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer of Prenor Group Ltd., Chairman of Bolton Tremblay 
Funds Inc., Chairman of Canaprev Investments, and President of 
several companies, including Canabam Ltd., Cambrelin Holdings Ltd., 
Cartier Tower Ltd., Island City Investments Ltd. and the Montréal 
Securities Corporation Inc. 

His directorships include the Bank of Montréal, Consolidated 
TVX Mining Corporation, Consumers Packaging Limited, Douglas 
Investments Ltd., Helix Investments Ltd., Imperial Trust Co., 
Jannock Ltd., Lanpar Technologies Inc., Montréal Baseball Club 
Ltd., The Montréal Expos Baseball Club Ltd,. Montréal Shipping 
Ltd., National Reinsurance Company of Canada, Planned Resources 
Fund, Québecor Inc., Stadacona Investments Ltd., Taurus Fund, 
Vulcan Assets (Dominion) Ltd. and Wyant and Company Ltd. He also 
sits on the board of directors of numerous American, European, 


Caribbean and Latin American financial services companies. 


1. 6/ 


The Webster family is well-known for its philanthropic work 
in Montréal and elsewhere. Lorne C. Webster, 62, was educated at 
Lower Canada College and McGill University, where he obtained a 
Bachelor's degree in Mechanical Engineering. He served on McGill 
University's Board of Governors from 1979 to 1988, and currently 
serves as Chairman of the Old Brewery Mission as well as a Trustee 
of Stanstead College and the School of Business Administration at 
the University of Vermont. 


Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 


Donald Knuth 

Researcher, teacher and author, Donald Knuth is one of the 
foremost computer scientists of our time. He is a pioneer in the 
area of computer programming, and has made major contributions to 
the design of computer languages. The techniques he has mastered -- 
combined with his use of algorithms and relevant theory -- have 
served as a focal point for developing curricula and for organizing 
the discipline of computer science. Despite his scientific 
training, however, Knuth has always emphasized the creative aspect 
of computer science, which he aptly terms "the art of computer 
programming." 

Born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Knuth received his BSc and MSc 
from Case Institute of Technology, and a PhD in Mathematics from 
the California Institute of Technology, where he taught mathematics 
from 1963 to 1968, and at Stanford University from 1968 to 1977. He 
has been awarded honourary degrees from universities around the 
world, and is also the recipient of the prestigious A.M. Turing 
Award (1974). 
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Faculty of Fine Arts 


Jean Coulthard 


In the eyes of many musicians, Vancouver native Jean 
Coulthard, 82, is the most respected of Canadian composers. A 
graduate of the Royal Conservatory of Music, she has worked with 
some of the world's most renowned composers (including Bernard 
Wagenaur and Nadia Boulanger) and enjoys worldwide recognition for 
her inspirational compositions for voice, piano, choir, chamber, 
orchestra and the stage. 


Among her acclaimed pieces are A Prayer for Elizabeth, commissioned 
by the CBC to mark the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II; Violin 
Concerto, commissioned for the Canada Council; Spring Rhapsody, 
commissioned for singer Maureen Forrester by the Vancouver 
International Festival; and This Land and Canada Mosaic, two pieces 
commissioned for the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra. 

More recently, Jean Coulthard produced Shelly Portrait for the 
opening of the Concordia Concert Hall, and Gardens, for Sherman 
Friedland, Chair of Concordia's Music Department. The latter work 
was premiered in Concordia's Concert Hall last Spring. 

A teacher as well as composer, her career has included 
positions as Head of the Music Department at St. Anthony's College 
(1924-1926) and Queen's Hall School (1936-1937), and as a lecturer 
in composition (1947-1957) and senior instructor (1957-1973) at the 
University of British Columbia. 

Jean Coulthard holds an Honourary Degree from the University 
of British Columbia and was made an Officer of the Order of Canada 
in 1979. 
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